LW/M 103 6 CAMLING 



0. Introductory remarks 

Camling (or "Chamling" in the older English-oriented transcription) 1 is spoken mainly in 
Khotang district and parts of Udaypur in eastern Nepal (see map). Hansson (1991: 22) 
estimates the number of speakers at 30.000, but hastens to add that only a small percentage of 
them can be said to speak "proper Camling". The language is certainly endangered. 



It can 
be predicted that Camling will be extinct in about 50 years if no dramatic measures are taken. 
The main dialect line runs between northwestern (NW) and southeastern (SE) Camling. 
The main characteristics of the two dialects are: 

- the NW-dialect has initial consonant clusters, the SE-dialect does not; 2 e.g. NW khlipa 
prata, SE khipa pata 'the dog barked'; 

- the verbal paradigm of the NW-dialect has relics of an inverse system, the SE-dialect 
marks 1st person patient by kha- with intransitive subject agreement for the rest of the 
verb (see 2.2.4). 

Other dialectal features concern single items, for example the sequential suffix (NW-Camling 
-tiA, SE-Camling -Id or -kitiA), or differences in pronunciation. 



1 The older transcription for Devanagari presents the affricate ^ [ts] - [tc] as <ch> and the aspirated 
counterpart JS, as <chh>, but aspirated V as <jh> and nonaspirated ^ as <j>. In linguistic work [ts] is 
transcribed as <c>, [ts n ] as <ch>. This more consistent practice has also found its way into Nepali 
dictionaries. I am sorry for causing the Camling / Chamling distress by spelling the name of their language 
"wrongly", but doing otherwise is linguistically unjustified. 

2 This constitutes a major Kiranti isogloss running through the Camling area. All Kiranti languages west of 
the line have initial consonant clusters, languages to the east of the line lack them. 
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